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European web-to-print giant CEWE reports substantial quality and productivity gains since Jet Press 720S investment 
 
CEWE is the leading online print service provider in Europe and a prolific producer of photobooks, calendars, posters and a huge range of other personalised print products. With more than 20 factories across 14 European countries, the company serves customers throughout the continent, producing around six million photobooks in 2017 alone. 

CEWE was founded in 1961, in Oldenburg, northern Germany, the location which now serves as the company’s headquarters, and it was at this site, in early 2017, that CEWE installed Fujifilm’s Jet Press 720S B2 inkjet press.

“Our customers demand quality, they demand near-instant delivery, and typically, they only order one copy of whatever it is that they are buying,” explains Andreas Kluge, Managing Director of CEWE’s Oldenburg site. “To ensure that we can deliver on all of those demands as best as we possibly can, we need a reliable and secure production line and we’re continually looking to new technology to try to improve the service we offer.

“We first encountered the Fujifilm Jet Press 720S at drupa in 2016. There were a number of things that appealed to us about it: the B2 format size suited our needs perfectly, the quality is outstanding, it’s a versatile machine – able to print to a wide range of substrate thicknesses – and the production costs are comparatively low.

“We had the machine installed in early 2017 and it has proven to be an excellent addition to our equipment portfolio. We’re using it to produce covers for our photobooks (where its ability to print thicker substrates is hugely valuable) and we’re also using it to print posters, canvases, greetings cards and a wide range of calendars. 

“We’ve seen a significant productivity boost with the Jet Press. For example, we can print posters at fine art levels of quality much, much faster than we could in the past. What used to take us eight hours using 12 wide format machines, now takes us just two hours on the Jet Press.”

Customers have also been delighted with the quality, as Kluge continues: “We produce a lot of calendars, often for professional or semi-professional photographers, and they are consistently delighted with the level of quality we can achieve for them thanks to the Jet Press.” 
 
But it’s not just about doing the same things better and faster than before. With the Jet Press, CEWE is now able to deliver completely new product ranges: “Personalised advent calendars are big business for us now – and something we couldn’t have produced before we made our Jet Press investment,” Kluge adds. “The thickness of the substrates we can print on now and the nature of the Jet Press inks mean that we can produce three dimensional advent calendars with chocolates inside.  These have proven to be a popular and valuable addition to our product offering.”

Kluge concludes: “Overall, we’ve been delighted, both with the machine, which we’d have no hesitation in recommending as a perfect digital printing device, and with our Fujifilm partnership. Fujifilm has been excellent to work with throughout the whole process, working with us very closely in particular as we experimented with various material types to get maximum value and benefit out of the machine.”

Dirk Mussenbrock, Business Development Manager, Fujifilm Graphic Systems Europe concludes: “The CEWE brand is well-known and respected across Europe, and in Germany in particular. We’re delighted to have been able to help them to deliver even more value to their millions of customers with a machine that remains the clear frontrunner in its field.” 
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About FUJIFILM Corporation
FUJIFILM Corporation is one of the major operating companies of FUJIFILM Holdings. Since its founding in 1934, the company has built up a wealth of advanced technologies in the field of photo imaging, and in line with its efforts to become a comprehensive healthcare company, Fujifilm is now applying these technologies to the prevention, diagnosis and treatment of diseases in the Medical and Life Science fields. Fujifilm is also expanding growth in the highly functional materials business, including flat panel display materials, and in the graphic systems and optical devices businesses.

About Fujifilm Graphic Systems 
Fujifilm Graphic Systems is a stable, long term partner focussed on delivering high quality, technically advanced print solutions that help printers develop competitive advantage and grow their businesses. The company’s financial stability and unprecedented investment in R&D enable it to develop proprietary technologies for best-in-class printing.  These include pre-press and pressroom solutions for offset, wide-format and digital print, as well as workflow software for print production management. Fujifilm is committed to minimising the environmental impact of its products and operations, proactively working to preserve the environment, and strives to educate printers about environmental best practice. For more information, visit www.fujifilm.eu/eu/products/graphic-systems/, or www.youtube.com/FujifilmGSEurope or follow us on @FujifilmPrint
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