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Canon goes live with its 500th Océ ColorStream to aid Cambridge Assessment’s transition to inkjet

[bookmark: _GoBack]London, 23 February 2015 – Canon has today announced that Cambridge Assessment, the organisation responsible for operating and managing Cambridge University’s three exam boards, has invested in two Océ ColorStream 3700 high-speed, continuous feed, inkjet printers.
This marks Canon’s 500th installation of the Océ ColorStream worldwide. It also marks the beginning of Cambridge Assessment’s transition to inkjet as it looks to future proof the business, achieve optimal productivity and cater for ever increasing print volumes.
“We print examination materials for educational institutions around the world that carry the Cambridge University hallmark, therefore quality is something we cannot afford to compromise on,” said Kate Barnett, Group Director of Operations, Cambridge Assessment. “For us inkjet is the future, so when we look at which technology will offer our business longevity and flexibility, while allowing for the exceptional quality and consistency that our customers expect, the Océ ColorStream from Canon ticks boxes all round.
“When you consider that a simple speck of ink out of place on an exam paper could be misconstrued as a decimal point – potentially affecting a candidate’s response to a question – the importance of quality and consistency becomes abundantly clear; there is no margin for error in our area of business,” said Barnett.
Although Cambridge Assessment will initially run the ColorStream 3700 machines in monochrome only, an integral part of the decision to purchase the technology was the flexibility to upgrade to a full colour capability in the future if required. 
“Traditionally, exam papers have been printed in black and white, and elements such as colour maps and diagrams are included as separate documents and inserted. Should there be a critical mass in future for colour elements to adopt a similar specification to the exam paper, we have the ability to cater for this demand easily,” added Barnett. 
“We see a further benefit of the new machines being the ease of transition between different booklet paginations, which will consequently afford increased uptime of the printers. It will also enable us to meet tighter turnaround times, which can help to reduce wastage.
“With the ColorStream 3700 we will have the ability to monitor quality assurance through web inspection. This is something we have not previously been able to do, but that will undoubtedly add further reassurance that consistency is solid,” added Barnett. 
Both machines commenced operations in January 2015 under a recently renewed contract with Canon Business Services (CBS), a relationship that originally commenced in March 2009. 
Cambridge Assessment currently operates three Océ ColorStream 9000 toner based printers which it anticipates phasing out as the new machines take up the print volumes. 
“We have worked with Canon for a number of years and feel confident that, as our business expands further, we have the right partner and technology in place to continue the success we have had to date. We have a risk-averse culture within our business because of the life-changing opportunities our exams can offer and the brand we represent. As a highly regarded and trusted international brand itself, Canon is always both considerate and supportive of this,” said Barnett.
Craig Nethercott, Commercial Print Group Director, Canon UK, commented: “Customers are at the very heart of Cambridge Assessment’s decision to look at the benefits that inkjet could bring to the business. For this reason the team were meticulous in their consideration of potential technologies and it’s testament to the strength of the relationship and their confidence in the technology that they have once again turned to Canon.”   
– ENDS –
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About Canon (UK) Limited 

Canon (UK) Ltd is the UK & Ireland marketing and sales operation for the global company, Canon Inc., based in Tokyo, Japan and it employs 2,150 people.

Founded in 1937, with the specific goal of making the best quality cameras available to customers, Canon’s tireless passion for the Power of Image has since extended its technology into many other markets and has established it as a world leader in both consumer and business imaging solutions. Its solutions comprise products ranging from digital compact and SLR cameras, through broadcast lenses and portable X-ray machines, to multi-function and production printers, all supported by a range of value added services.

Canon invests heavily in R&D to deliver the richest and most innovative products and services to satisfy customers’ creative needs. From amateur photographers to professional print companies, Canon enables each customer to realise their own passion for image.

Canon believes that considering the interests of society and the environment is an integral part of good business practice and this is embodied in its corporate philosophy Kyosei - ‘living and working together for the common good’.

For further information about Canon UK please visit
http://www.canon.co.uk/ 

For further information about Canon Ireland please visit
http://www.canon.ie/

Visit us on Facebook: 
http://www.facebook.com/canonukltd / www.facebook.com/canon.ie 
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