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EXPANDED EUROPEAN SIGN EXPO 2018 DELIVERS 26% LARGER VISITOR AUDIENCE

Signage professionals from 97 countries highlight business importance of access to world-class innovation and community of expertise

European Sign Expo 2018 – the dedicated event for non-printed signage which took place from 15th to 18th May 2018 in Berlin, Germany – achieved significant year-on-year growth, celebrating its largest and best-attended event to date.

Total visitor attendance at European Sign Expo 2018 increased by 26% compared with the 2017 edition in Hamburg, with 9387 individual visitors to this year’s exhibition. This figure includes those who travelled to the German capital specifically for European Sign Expo, as well as cross-over visits from sign makers and other visual communications professionals attending the co-located FESPA Global Print Expo. 

With 115 exhibitors, European Sign Expo 2018 was almost 50% larger than the 2017 edition, and demonstrated three-fold growth over the six years since the event’s launch. The expanded event drew a global audience from 97 countries, consistent with the growing international reach of the wider FESPA exhibition.  The leading countries in terms of visitor groups to European Sign Expo 2018 were Germany, the UK, the Netherlands, Poland and France, with visitors travelling from as far afield as Australia for access to such a significant concentration of suppliers and technical expertise at a single event.

Exhibitions Director Roz Guarnori comments: “Since we first launched European Sign Expo in 2013 we have consistently developed the event proposition and exhibitor line-up. With such a strong 2018 edition behind us, feedback from exhibitors and visitors gives us the greatest confidence that we are delivering a market-leading event that really matters to signage professionals as an innovation showcase and community meeting-place. Three out of four visitors to the event are involved in business decision-making, and 94% of visitors surveyed told us that attending European Sign Expo is important to their business – that’s the most satisfying endorsement we could hope for.” 
Henk Lever, Co-owner of EFKA B.V., lead event sponsor of European Sign Expo 2018 comments “Yet again, European Sign Expo 2018 brought together a huge community of sign makers searching out innovative products to differentiate their offering. For example, visitors to our stand were fascinated by the potential of our new Magic 3D lightbox to create amazing visual effects, and how this could help them to offer stand-out solutions to their customers.”
“It’s the perfect place for us to build visibility for the EFKA brand and connect with decision-makers. We met signage professionals from all over the world, including many existing customers and hundreds we had never met before. There’s no question for me that European Sign Expo together with FESPA is the single most important international meeting point in the signage sector – you need to be there to see what is happening.”
European Sign Expo 2019 will be co-located with FESPA 2019 Global Print Expo at Messe Munich, Germany, from 14 to 17 May 2019.
ENDS
About FESPA 
Founded in 1962, FESPA is a global federation of Associations for the screen printing, digital printing and textile printing community. FESPA’s dual aim is to promote screen printing and digital imaging and to share knowledge about screen and digital printing with its members across the world, helping them to grow their businesses and learn about the latest developments in their fast growing industries.  

FESPA Profit for Purpose 
The shareholders are the industry. FESPA has invested millions of Euros into the global printing community over the last seven years, supporting the growth of the market. For more information visit www.fespa.com 

FESPA Print Census
The FESPA Print Census is a global research project to understand the wide format, screen and digital print community. It is the largest data gathering project of its kind. The survey is published in several languages and can be completed online: www.fespa.com/completemycensus.

Forthcoming FESPA events include:
· FESPA Africa, 12-14 September 2018, Gallagher Convention Centre, Johannesburg, South Africa
· FESPA Mexico, 20-22 September 2018, Centro Citibanamex, Mexico City, Mexico
· FESPA Eurasia, 6-9 December 2018, (IFM) Istanbul Expo Centre, Istanbul, Turkey
· FESPA Brasil, 20 – 23 March 2019, Expo Center Norte, São Paulo, Brazil
· FESPA Global Print Expo, 14-17 May 2019, Messe München, Munich, Germany
· European Sign Expo, 14-17 May 2019, Messe München, Munich, Germany
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