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PRESS RELEASE 
25 September 2014

FESPA GENERAL ASSEMBLY APPOINTS TWO NEW FESPA BOARD MEMBERS

FESPA, the global federation of national associations for the screen printing, digital printing and textile printing community, has appointed two new Board Members; Thomas Struckmeier and Christophe Aussenac. The appointments were approved by the General Assembly of FESPA’s 37 member associations in Bangkok, Thailand, this month.

Thomas Struckmeier represents FESPA’s German national association BVDM (BundesVerband Druck & Medien) while Christophe Aussenac is President of FESPA France Association, the autonomous French national association. Struckmeier has also served as a member of the board of Intergraf, the European Federation for Print and Communication, and on the steering committee for drupa 2016.
The usual term of office for FESPA Board Members is three years, after which they may step down, or be proposed for re-election by the General Assembly. The two new Board positions resulted from the retirement of FESPA Board Members Michel Caza and Ricardo Rodriguez Delgado.

Consistent with all other current FESPA Board Members, Christophe Aussenac and Thomas Struckmeier are both active leaders of their own specialist print businesses. 

Christophe Aussenac (49) is a founding director of ATC (Autorise Toute Creativité), a specialist in signage and graphics, display and POS, with a strong emphasis on creative indoor and outdoor realisation of campaigns for corporate and agency clients. ATC has branch offices in Lyon, Paris and Annecy and employs 55 members of staff.

Thomas Struckmeier (48) is CEO of Blase GmbH & Co. KG, a leader in printing (screen and digital) and in-mould decoration for industrial, functional and decorative applications. The company’s key markets include automotive and bicycles, white goods and machinery, gaming equipment, and corporate and domestic interiors. Blase Kommunikationstechnik, another group company, is dedicated to the production of printed electronics. 

FESPA President Lascelle Barrow comments: “I have had the privilege of working with Michel and Ricardo for many years as fellow FESPA Board Members, and on behalf of the entire FESPA community, thank both of them for their long and energetic contribution to the growth and success of FESPA and its members. We owe a particular debt to Michel, a ‘founding father’ of FESPA without whom we would not be the strong global business support organisation we are today. His passion for print, generosity with knowledge, commercial drive, creative spirit and deep commitment to the environment, all give the FESPA Board an important legacy to drive forward.”

“For his part, Ricardo Rodriguez has made an invaluable contribution to the development of FESPA’s relationships in Latin America, most notably working with the Mexican association and Conlatingraf.” 
Lascelle Barrow continues: “I am delighted  to welcome two dynamic new Board Members in the shape of Thomas Struckmeier and Christophe Aussenac, each of whom bring fresh insights and perspectives to FESPA, both from their own businesses and from the markets they represent. They have formidable track records as business people and, through their work with their national associations, have already demonstrated a firm commitment to supporting their peers and developing best practice, principles that are at the core of FESPA’s organisational mission.”

The FESPA General Assembly 2014 also confirmed Board Member Yaşar Gűvenen as President Elect, to assume the role from current FESPA President Lascelle Barrow in 2015. Christian Duyckaerts was voted Vice President Elect.

The FESPA Board is now as follows:

· Lascelle Barrow - President (UK)

· Yaşar Gűvenen – Vice President & President Elect (Turkey)

· Christian Duyckaerts - Vice President Elect (Belgium)

· Enrico Steijn - Treasurer (Netherlands)

· Christophe Aussenac (France)

· Gyorgy Kovacs (Hungary)

· Anders Nilsson (Sweden)

· Thomas Struckmeier (Germany)

ENDS

Note to editors
Extended biographies of Thomas Struckmeier and Christophe Aussenac, together with other current FESPA Board Members, are available on the FESPA website at http://www.fespa.com/fespa-staff/fespa-board.html
About FESPA 

Founded in 1962, FESPA is a global federation of 37 member associations for the screen printing, digital printing and textile printing community. FESPA’s dual aim is to promote screen printing and digital imaging and to share knowledge about screen and digital printing with its members across the world, helping them to grow their businesses and learn about the latest developments in their fast growing industries.  

FESPA Profit for Purpose 
Our shareholders are the industry. FESPA has invested millions of Euros into the global printing community over the last seven years, supporting the growth of the market. For more information visit www.fespa.com 
Forthcoming FESPA events include

· FESPA Digital Textile Conference, 2 October 2014, Milan, Italy

· FESPA China 2014, 19-21 November 2014, Guangzhou Pazhou Poly World Trade Centre, Guangzhou, China 

· FESPA Eurasia 2014, 4-7 December 2014, CNR Expo, Istanbul, Turkey

· FESPA Brasil 2015, 18-21 March 2015, Expo Center Norte, São Paulo, Brazil

· FESPA 2015, 18-22 May 2015, Koelnmesse, Cologne, Germany

· European Sign Expo 2015, 18-22 May 2015, Koelnmesse, Cologne, Germany

· FESPA Africa, 22-24 July 2015, Gallagher Convention Centre, Johannesburg, South Africa

· FESPA Mexico 2015, 20-22 August 2015, Centro Banamex, Mexico City, Mexico
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