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PRESS RELEASE

16 December 2025

NEIL FELTON, FESPA CEO AWARDED GIRLS WHO PRINT ALLY AWARD
FESPA CEO, Neil Felton has been awarded with the 2025 Girls Who Print Ally Award for his leadership of the FESPA Foundation, an initiative that was launch earlier this year to demonstrate ‘Print For Good’. The FESPA Foundation galvanises exhibiting companies at its exhibitions to produce printed educational resources for schools across South Africa and other underserved communities. The Girls Who Print Ally Award recognises Felton for leveraging the power of print to create a positive impact and safer learning environments in underserved communities – all while inspiring the global print community.
Led by Deborah Corn, Girls Who Print (GWP) is a non-profit organisation that supports the advancement of female careers in the print and graphic communications industries. Through educational initiatives, mentorship and networking, GWP promotes a more equitable and forward-thinking print community. Girls Who Print continues to serve as a respected voice for progress, inclusion and professional achievement across the sector.
FESPA partnered with Girls Who Print – to highlight its support of the organisation and diversity across print – at FESPA Global Print Expo 2025, in May, at the Messe Berlin, Germany. During the event, GWP led a series of speaker sessions at the SmartHub conference, as well as a lunch. GWP’s conference sessions and lunch invited FESPA visitors to: hear from female leaders across the print industry, and share their knowledge and own experiences when kickstarting a career in a traditionally male-dominated field.
Neil Felton, CEO, FEPA says: “I’m truly honoured to receive the 2025 Girls Who Print Ally Award. We (the FESPA team) were delighted to initiate a partnership with Deborah Corn this year, and to us, this is just the beginning. Girls Who Print is a truly inspirational organisation and we look forward to seeing what is in store for our relationship in the future. This is more than just an award, it’s global recognition for the FESPA Foundation and I am proud to be accepting this on behalf of everyone who has supported us on our journey. Thank you.”
Deborah Corn, Executive Director of Girls Who Print, comments: “Our mission to support women in print throughout their careers will continue in 2026. The ARC and Print University strengthen this mission by expanding our access to experts, education, skill building, mentorship, and professional development. Membership and sponsorship contributions are essential to powering our mission, expanding our offerings, and strengthening our global community. We deeply appreciate the companies that support our work and look forward to welcoming many more in the coming year.”
For more information on the FESPA Foundation, visit: https://www.fespa.com/en/about/fespa-foundation/ 
ENDS
About FESPA    
Founded in 1962, FESPA is a global federation of Associations for the screen printing, digital printing and textile printing community. FESPA’s dual aim is to promote screen printing and digital imaging and to share knowledge about screen and digital printing with its members across the world, helping them to grow their businesses and learn about the latest developments in their fast-growing industries.     
   
FESPA Profit for Purpose    
Profit for Purpose is FESPA’s international reinvestment programme, which uses revenue from FESPA events to support the global speciality print community to achieve sustainable and profitable growth through four key pillars - education, inspiration, expansion and connection. The programme delivers high quality products and services for printers worldwide, including market research, seminars, summits, congresses, educational guides and features, in addition to supporting grassroots projects in developing markets. For more information visit, www.fespa.com/profit-for-purpose.    
   
Forthcoming FESPA events include:   
· FESPA Middle East 2026, 13 – 15 January 2026, Dubai Exhibition Centre
· FESPA Global Print Expo 2026, 19 – 22 May 2026, Fira de Barcelona, Spain
· European Sign Expo 2026, 19 – 22 May 2026, Fira de Barcelona, Spain
· Personalisation Experience 2026, 19 – 22 May 2026, Fira de Barcelona, Spain
· Corrugated 2026, 19 – 22 May 2026, Fira de Barcelona, Spain
· Textile 2026, 19 – 22 May 2026, Fira de Barcelona, Spain
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