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Fuji Seal


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Fuji Seal announces senior leadership change in Europe: 
Marieke Sauer-Ploegmakers appointed Managing Director, Fuji Seal Europe, while Group COO Yoichi Okazaki increases focus on global strategy

Dusseldorf – 13 March 2026 – Fuji Seal Europe today announces the appointment of Marieke Sauer-Ploegmakers as Managing Director, Fuji Seal Europe, taking over from Global Chief Operating Officer Yoichi Okazaki, who will now focus entirely on the wider Group’s global priorities and long-term growth.

In her new role, Marieke will lead the European business, with responsibility for driving regional strategy, performance and operational stability across Fuji Seal Europe. She takes on the Managing Director position alongside her current responsibilities as Global CHRO and Executive Officer.

Marieke has been with Fuji Seal for more than 12 years, holding a number of senior HR and business leadership roles. She has played a key role in supporting teams across Europe and guiding transformation initiatives aligned with the company’s long-term direction.

Yoichi has been with the Fuji Seal Group for 13 years, with experience spanning production, factory planning and start-up, machinery leadership and corporate planning across Japan and Europe.

“I’m truly grateful for the trust and support from our teams across Europe,” said Marieke Sauer-Ploegmakers. “My focus is on ensuring we continue to deliver for our customers, strengthen collaboration across the region, and build on the solid foundations already in place.”

Yoichi Okazaki added: “Marieke’s appointment reflects the strength of our European organisation and the importance of clear, day-to-day regional leadership. With Marieke now leading the European business, I will focus on Group-wide priorities that support our long-term growth, global direction and business and sustainability goals.”

This structure gives customers, partners and employees clear leadership in Europe, while keeping Fuji Seal Europe aligned with the Group’s long-term plans.

Fuji Seal – We create new value through packaging


-END-



About Fuji Seal Group

Fuji Seal Group is a global leader in packaging solutions for the FMCG, pharmaceutical, and industrial sectors. With 128 years of innovation behind us, we offer a unique ecosystem of shrink sleeve labels, pressure-sensitive labels, spouted pouches, machinery and services to enhance protection, shelf impact and efficiency.

From our nineteenth-century roots in Japan, we’ve grown from a manufacturer of wooden faucets for sake kegs, founded in 1897, into an advanced global packaging solutions group that supports brands worldwide. Guided by our mission to realise a circular society, we are committed to delivering sustainable and profitable growth, creating Waku-Waku* and shaping the regenerative future of packaging. 

*”Waku-Waku”: A Japanese onomatopoeic word that describes a feeling of joyful anticipation.
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